Ceratopteris pteridoides - floating antler-fern
Water Fern Family (Parkeriaceae) i

Rarity Rank: S2/G5?
1 2 3 4 5

State
Global

imperiled rare secure

Range: FL and LA, south West Indies, Central and
South America; also southeastern Asia in

Vietnam ;
Sterile fronds on a floating
Recognition: pteridoides
e Dimorphic fern with two types of fronds: fertile
and sterile

e Sterile fronds form a basal rosette and are broad, thin, glabrous, with net-liked venation; simple
with pinnate to palmate lobing; ultimate segments round, the basal lobes opposite.

e Petiole bases are inflated to aid in floating

o Fertile fronds are erect, longer than the sterile fronds, and have very narrowly divided segments
with in-rolled margins.

e Buds or small vegetative plantlets present on sterile frond margins and eventually separate to form
new plants

Light Requirement: Full sun to shade

Wetland Indicator Status:
OBL — almost always in wetlands

Habitat:
Occurs in swamps, sluggish bayous, and ditches
and canals; usually floating, occasionally stranded
in mud during low water periods.

Threats:
Given its aquatic habitat and ability to float freely,
there seem to be few threats; salt water intrusion is ] Parishes
Coastal Zone

presumably a threat [ | Rangein LA

Beneficial Management Practices:
Conduct more survey work to detect additional populations and gain more status information

LA River Basins: Pontchartrain, Barataria, Terrebonne, Atchafalaya, Vermilion-Teche


http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/pdfs/experience/Explanation_Ranks.pdf
http://plants.usda.gov/wetinfo.html

BARATARIA-TERREBONNE
NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM

Below: Typical Ceratopteris
pteridoides habitat.
Maurepas Swamp WMA

Above: Ceratopteris pteridoides at
Maurepas Swamp WMA; associated here
with abundant Salvinia minima which is a
problem exotic.
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